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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Mill  House, 

Pateley  Bridge, 

31st  December,  1938. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ripon  and  Pateley  Bridge 

Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  the  District  for  the  year  1938.  You  will  notice  that 
the  death  rate  for  the  year  is  very  low,  10.5  per  thousand  estimated 
population.  The  live  births  exceeded  the  deaths  by  18  which 
shews  that  our  population  is  increasing,  which  is  all  to  the  good, 
as  the  actual  figures  of  population  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
shews  a  decrease  of  about  100  on  the  figures  for  1937. 

During  the  year  we  achieved  an  unenviable  notoriety  by 
having  three  cases  of  Smallpox  in  the  District.  I  feel  I  must 
again  refer  to  the  energetic  and  adequate  steps  which  were  taken 
by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  prevent  further  spread  of  this 
dread  disease. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS, 


Area  (in  acres)  .  124,065 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 

during  1938  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10,980 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1937)  according 

to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,813 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  .  £81,014 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  .  ...  £318 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS,  INCLUDING  CHIEF  INDUSTRIES 
OF  THE  AREA,  AND  THE  EXTENT  OF  UNEMPLOYMENT. 

The  chief  industries  of  the  area  are  agricultural  projects, 
and  hemp  and  twine  spinning,  and  this  employs  the  majority  of 
the  working  population.  Unemployment  has  been  on  the  decrease 
during  the  year  as  many  men  are  seeking  work  outside  the  area, 
where  Government  Works  are  proceeding. 

There  are  a  few  congested  areas,  but  these  are  gradually 
being  eliminated  by  work  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

The  factories  within  the  area  include  a  paper  mill,  pottery, 
corn  mills,  hemp  and  twine  works  and  rope  walks.  Registers 
for  the  above  are  kept  up  to  date  from  regular  inspections,  and 
any  defects  are  remedied  in  conjunction  with  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories. 


EXTRACTS  FROM 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births — 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate 

150 

72 

78  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of 

Illegitimate 

7 

5 

2  estimated  resident  pop¬ 

ulation,  14.2 

Still  Births — 

5 

3 

2  Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still)  births 
30.8 

Death — 

139 

80 

59  Death  rate  per  1 ,000  of 

the  estimated  resident 
population,  10.5 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar’s 

Short  List.) 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths.  (live  and  still)  Births, 

No.  29,  Puerperal  Sepsis  None  — 

No.  30,  Other  Peruperal  Causes  None  — 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  None  — 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births,  44.7 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births,  44.7 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births,  None 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  21 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  None 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  None 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  None 

Particulars  of  any  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year  : — 
None. 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 


Measles 

Male. 

Female. 

Influenza 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

3 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  . 

12 

9 

Diabetes  ... 

2 

- 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

3 

5 

Heart  Disease 

17 

17 

Puerperal  Causes  (Other  than  Sepsis)  ... 

... 

- 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

8 

4 

Bronchitis 

3 

2 

Pneumonia 

2 

5 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

... 

- 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years') 

... 

- 

Syphilis  ...  . 

... 

- 

Peptic  Ulcer 

... 

- 

Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver 

... 

- 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

- 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ... 

2 

o 

Suicide 

... 

- 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

3 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

10 

4 

Senility 

8 

5 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Births,  etc. 

4 

3 

Smallpox  ... 

1 

- 

Polio-Encephalitis  . 

1 

- 

f> 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities.  -These  arc  adequately  carried  out 
at  Wakefield,  by  the  Public  Health  Department  of  the  West  Riding 
County  Council. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. — 

1.  Infectious  Cases.  A  motor  ambulance  is  provided. 

2.  N on-Infectious  Cases.  Motor  ambulances  are  available 
in  Ripon  and  Pateley  Bridge. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. — 

General : — Carried  out  by  District  Nurses. 

Infectious  :■ — No  definite  arrangements  but  occasionally 
carried  out  by  District  Nursees  if  their  other  work  should  permit. 

No.  of  Midwives  practising  in  the  Area  : — This  cannot  be 
definitely  stated  as  there  is  so  much  overlapping  but  the  whole 
district  is  adequately  covered. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  : — All  cases  which  require 
the  attention  of  these  services  are  sent  out  of  the  District  to  the 
available  centres  in  Ripon  and  Harrogate. 

(e)  Hospitals— Public  and  Voluntary  * — 

1.  Ripon  and  District  Cottage  Hospital. 

2.  Ripon  Institution  Hospital. 

3  Harrogate  General  Infirmary. 

MATERNITY  AND  NURSING  HOMES. 

Registration  Period  ending  July  1st,  1938. 

Maternity  Hospitals  : — Nil. 

1.  Number  of  applications  for  registration  : — Nil. 

2.  Number  of  orders  made  refusing  or  cancelling  registration  : 

Nil. 

3.  Number  of  homes  registered  : — Nil. 

4.  Number  of  Appeals  against  such  orders  : — Nil. 

5.  Number  of  cases  in  which  such  orders  have  been 

(a)  confirmed  on  appeal  : — Nil. 

(b)  disallowed  : — Nil. 

Number  of  Applications  for  exemption  from  registration  : — 
Nil. 


0. 


7.  Number  of  cases  in  which  exemption  has  been 

(a)  Granted  : — Nil. 

(b)  Withdrawn  : — Nil. 

(c)  Refused  Nil. 

Maternal  Mortality.  Any  special  arrangements  made  for 
investigation  of  Maternal  Deaths  and  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever 
The  necessity  for  such  has  not  arisen 

Health  Visitors — -None  in  this  area.  This  work  is  carried  out 
by  the  District  Nurses. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  The  services  supplying  the  area  have  been  maintained  in 
a  satisfactory  condition  during  the  year.  There  is  a  noticeable 
increase  of  the  use  of  both  water  undertakings  and  sewerage  works, 
and  the  existing  services  have  been  found  to  accommodate  this 
demand.  New  projects,  for  parishes  without  these  services  are 
being  explored  and  tabulated,  and  much  useful  work  has  been 
accomplished.  A  five  year  programme  has  been  adopted  by  the 
Council  in  order  to  complete  the  deficiencies  in  rotation,  taking 
the  most  urgent  needs  first. 

(i)  Water. 

A  considerable  amount  of  time  has  been  spent  investigating 
sources  of  supply  to  provide  a  Regional  Scheme  for  the  southern 
end  of  the  area.  A  borehole  some  120  feet  deep  was  put  down  at 
a  point  indicated  by  the  water  diviner  at  Lanes  Foot  Quarry, 
Dacre,  but  the  yield  on  a  continuous  pumping  test  did  not  come 
up  to  expectations,  and  the  project  was  abandoned. 

A  further  supply  at  Park  House  Farm,  Hartwith,  has  been 
investigated  and  subject  to  a  satisfactory  report  by  the  Analyst 
and  Wrater  Diviner  it  is  hoped  to  commence  boring  operations 
early  next  year. 

Work  is  proceeding  in  an  effort  to  provide  water  supplied  in 
the  villages  of  Greenhow,  Sawley,  Sharow,  Copt  Hewick  and  Steam 

Existing  Public  Supplies  have  maintained  a  satisfactory  flow, 
and  their  quality  has  always  proved  to  be  excellent,  and  satisfactory 
in  all  respects  for  domestic  use.  Owing  to  adverse  weather  con¬ 
ditions  it  was  necessary  to  postpone  the  work  on  the  Middlesmoor 
Supply  until  the  Spring  of  next  year. 
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(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  adoption  of  the  five  years  works  programme  has  placed 
the  whole  of  the  villages  and  parishes  without  a  sufficient  sewerage 
system  in  a  substantial  position.  Work  has  commenced  on  the 
plans  for  the  sewering  of  Sawley  and  Sharow  and  the  schemes 
when  completed  will  be  put  before  the  Council. 

Contracts  for  the  alterations  and  extension  to  the  Glasshouses 
sewage  disposal  works  have  been  let,  and  work  will  commence  in 
the  early  part  of  next  year. 

Existing  works  have  been  carefully  and  regularly  tended  and 
cleansed,  and  a  great  improvement  to  some  five  works  in  the 
former  Ripon  Area,  has  been  effected  by  the  employment  of  a 
full-time  attendant. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  is  no  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams. 

3.  Closet  Accommodation. 

Number  of  privies  with  open  middens  ... 

Number  of  pail  or  tub  closets 

Number  of  privies  with  covered  middens  . 

Number  of  water  closets  ... 

Number  of  privies  reconstructed  as  Water  Closets  during 
1938  . 

Public  Cleansing. 

Cleansing  and  scavenging  is  now  in  operation  in  the  whole  of  the 
populated  parts  of  the  area.  The  system  has  been  extremely 
satisfactory,  and  despite  the  adverse  weather  conditions  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  year,  gave  no  cause  for  anxiety.  With  the  letting 
of  the  new  Contracts  in  March  of  next  year  it  is  hoped  to  include 
approximately  120  further  houses  situated  on  or  near  the  main 
roads. 

The  refuse  tip  for  Pateley  Bridge  has  been  covered  and 
abandoned  and  a  new  tip  for  that  portion  of  the  area  opened  at 
Raikes  Quarry,  Wilsill.  Other  public  tips  are  dressed  and  cleansed 
regularly,  and  wherever  possible  a  method  of  control  has  been 
instituted. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

District  Inspection. 

Premises  inspected,  1394. 

Inspection  for  nuisances  only,  925. 


710 

387 

804 

1100 

14 
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Nuisances. 

Found 

Abated. 

Full  ashpits 

71 

71 

Defective  and  stopped  eavespouts 

73 

73 

Defective  and  stopped  fallpipes  ... 

02 

62 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

31 

31 

Defective  roofs 

38 

36 

Defective  drains 

22 

21 

Defective  ashpits  ... 

41 

41 

Dirty  Houses 

4 

4 

Stopped  drains 

25 

25 

Defective  water  closets 

28 

27 

Insufficient  drainage 

5 

4 

Defective  yard  surfaces 

8 

8 

Overcrowded  houses 

3 

2 

Defective  ventilating  shafts 

49 

49 

Damp  walls 

28 

27 

Animals 

8 

8 

Other  nuisances 

54 

52 

Untrapped  sink  wastes 

19 

19 

Total 

...  569 

560 

Preliminary  Notices  served 

128 

Statutory  Notices  served 

...  ... 

4 

Nuisances  Outstanding  (unabated' 

SHOPS. 

. 

9 

There  are  72  shops  within  the  area  which  are  inspected 
regularly.  Registers  are  kept  up  to  date  following  removals  and 
inspections.  The  premises  consist  mainly  of  village  stores  and 
post  offices  with  the  exception  of  Pateley  Bridge,  where  a  more 
specialised  type  of  shop  is  found. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

There  are  no  premises  in  this  area  from  which  smoke  nuisance 
arises. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

None  in  this  area. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

No.  of  Council  Houses  found  infested  ...  ...  ...  0 

No.  of  Other  Houses  found  infested  ...  ...  ...  0 

No.  of  Houses  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Method  of  Disinfestation  ...  Cimex  or  other  approved. 
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SCHOOLS. 

The  schools  in  the  area  have  all  been  visited  and  sanitary 
arrangements  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .560 

(, b )  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  750 

(2)  (a)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  (including  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925  .  .  560 

(6)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  835 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  169 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  formal 

Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  .  .  65 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  104 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 
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i (b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  1 1  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ... 

(, d '  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936  : — 

(1)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  undeground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made 

(2)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV. — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (i)  No.  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year 

(ii)  No.  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(iii)  No.  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year 

■(c)  (i)  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year 

(ii)  No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 
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(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

Owing  to  much  time  being  taken  up  by  Civil  Defence  and 
A.R.P.  it  has  been  impossible  to  devote  the  time  required  to  the 
supervision  of  milk  premises.  Inspections  have  been  carried 
out  together  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture’s  Veterinary  Officer, 
and  in  all  instances  the  cleanliness  of  the  premises  and  quality 
of  milch  cattle  kept  was  found  to  be  very  creditable. 

Applications  for  the  production  of  Accredited  Milk  are  in¬ 
creasing  and  five  applicants  have  received  licences  during  the 
year. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  are  twenty  licenced  and  one  registered  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  the  several  parishes  of  the  area.  These  are  continually 
visited  during  the  specified  slaughtering  hours,  and  1,050  ins¬ 
pections  were  made  during  the  year. 

The  construction  and  situation  of  the  above  premises  is  very 
satisfactory  and  the  standard  of  cleanliness  is  very  high. 

From  inspection  it  can  be  said  that  the  quality  of  meat  killed 
and  offered  for  sale  is  exceptionally  good,  and  it  is  very  rare  to 
find  that  the  carcases  are  those  of  cows,  as  the  general  age  of  such 
carcases  is  2  to  4  years.  It  has  been  found  that  disease  is  nearly 
absent,  and  when  this  is  found  the  butchers  are  only  too  ready 
to  surrender  the  portions  required.  Accordingly  there  has  been 
no  cases  of  seizure  during  the  year. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 

ex’cld’ng 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

No.  killed  (if 
known  1 

1055 

— 

123 

4415 

642 

No.  inspected  ... 

1055 

— 

111 

2159 

623 

A  U  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases 
condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

12 

Percentage  of  the 
No.  inspected  af¬ 
fected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

1.14 

.27 

.93 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases 
condemned  ... 

_ 

_ 

- 

. 

_ 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  or¬ 
gan  was  condem¬ 
ned 

8 

10 

Percentage  of  the 
No.  inspected  af¬ 
fected  with  tub¬ 
erculosis 

.70 

— 

— 

— 

1.56 

14 


Adulteration. 

This  fact  is  reduced  to  a  minimum  as  there  are  no  large  premises 
for  the  production  of  foodstuffs.  The  area  is  also  supervised  by 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Officer  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

Carried  out  by  the  County  Council  at  Wakefield. 

Nutrition. 

The  general  nutrition  is  fairly  satisfactory. 

Shell-Fish  ( Molluscan L 

There  are  no  shops  within  the  area  where  Shellfish  are  sold, 
and  up  to  the  present  time  no  infectious  disease  has  been  attri¬ 
buted  to  this  food. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

A  rigid  surveillance  has  been  kept  on  all  cases  and  contacts 
of  infectious  disease,  and  all  patients  have  been  isolated  and  the 
premises  properly  disinfected.  Three  cases  of  Smallpox  were 
also  notified,  and  every  possible  means  of  prevention  was  brought 
into  effect.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  no  epidemic  resulted,  in 
spite  of  the  large  number  of  contacts,  who  were  vaccinated  and 
visited  regularly. 

There  has  been  no  epidemic  of  any  infectious  disease,  and  most 
of  the  cases  notified  were  proved  to  have  come  from  outside  the 
District. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Diseases. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases  ad¬ 
mitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

3 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

22 

LU  tml 

22 

— 

Diphtheria 

17 

17 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 
Paratyphoid) 

_ _ _ 

Puerperal  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

_ _ _ 

-- 

_ _ 

Pneumonia 

5 

— 

5 

Other  diseases  generally 
notifiable, 

(Specify  disease)  Anterior 
Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  notifiable 
locally  (Specify  disease) 

— 

— 

— 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

Adequate  steps  are  taken  at  birth  to  combat  any  diseases 
which  might  give  rise  to  future  blindness. 

Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  the  Year. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  A.  FLINTOFF, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Pateley  Bridge. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ripon  and  Pateley  Bridge 
Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Report  on  the  second 
year’s  work  of  the  Department.  You  are  well  aware  of  the  difficult 
year  through  which  we  have  passed  so  I  make  no  apologies  for  the 
postponement  of  some  of  the  work  usually  carried  out  in  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year.  This  became  necessary  on  account  of 
precedence  being  taken  by  work  of  National  importance.  This 
work  from  September  onwards  has  taken  up  much  of  the  time  of 
Inspectors,  clerical  staff  and  workmen,  but  it  is  with  pleasure 
that  I  am  able  to  inform  you  that  everyone  has  taken  these  onerous 
duties  very  willingly  and  all  have  given  their  time  and  best  services 
unstintingly. 

Apart  from  the  work  of  Air  Raids  Precautions,  which  we  have 
carried  out  under  the  direction  of  Councillor  H.  N.  Bottomley, 
Hon.  Air  Raids  Precautions  Officer,  there  has  been  very  much  to  do 
in  preparation  for  receiving  evacuees  throughout  the  District, 
and  at  one  time  every  member  of  the  staff,  both  male  and  female, 
were  on  outside  duty  arranging  for  billets.  I  have  to  thank  the 
general  public  for  their  tolerance  and  assistance,  particularly 
during  the  last  three  months  of  the  year,  and  also  the  members  of 
the  staff  for  their  zeal  and  willing  help. 

Much  of  the  early  part  of  the  year  has  been  occupied  by 
investigations  on  account  of  water  supplies  and  sewage  disposal 
in  the  villages,  and  although  nothing  has  yet  been  accomplished 
I  trust  that  the  result  of  this  year’s  explorations  will  result  in 
the  commencement  of  works  during  next  year. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH. 


There  has  been  an  increase  of  eleven  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
and  seventeen  cases  of  Diphtheria  during  1938.  The  original 
cases  appear  to  have  been  imported,  and  although  all  were  thoroughly 
investigated  as  soon  as  notified,  some  contacts  developed  the 
disease.  Teachers  in  the  schools  in  the  district  have  again  been 
very  helpful  in  making  observations  as  to  contacts  and  absentees 
from  school,  and  this,  I  feel  sure,  has  materially  assisted  to  reduce 
the  spread  of  the  diseases. 

Three  cases  of  Smallpox  called  for  immediate  action  and 
as  two  of  these  cases  were  of  a  mild  type  many  contacts  had  been 
made  during  the  period  of  infectivity.  The  cases  were  notified 
on  a  Saturday  at  mid-day,  and  by  4  p.m.  on  Sunday  all  contacts 
in  the  District  had  been  visited  and  all  Districts  concerned  with 
contacts  notified.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  kindly  provided 
the  Inspectors  with  food  and  accommodation  at  his  house  until  all 
contacts  had  been  dealt  with,  and  he  was  kept  busy  receiving 
reports  until  the  occupants  of  the  affected  house  had  been  provided 
with  new  bedding,  etc.,  at  8  p.m.  on  Sunday.  Very  fortunately 
no  other  cases  followed.  As  may  be  expected  vaccination  became 
popular  in  the  area. 


CLEANSING. 

The  collection  of  domestic  refuse  from  all  villages  and  groups 
of  houses  continues  to  show  beneficial  results.  The  system  of 
collection  by  contract  operates  very  well,  and  by  the  co-operation 
between  the  contractors  and  this  Department  the  provision  of 
proper  and  adequate  receptacles  has  been  made  and  complaints 
reduced  to  a  minimum.  There  appears  to  be  a  movement  towards 
the  conversion  of  privy  middens  to  Water  Closets,  where  possible, 
on  the  part  of  many  owners,  but  building  and  re-conditioning 
has  suffered  a  set  back  during  the  past  few  months. 

HOUSING. 

The  general  survey  of  houses  is  being  continued.  Like  other 
sections  of  the  Department  work  has  been  seriously  retarded 
during  the  later  part  of  the  year.  It  would  appear  from  reports 
submitted  so  far  that  there  will  be  a  considerable  number  of  houses 
to  be  replaced  or  re-conditioned.  Good  progress  has  been  made 
on  the  erection  of  the  new  houses  at  Skelton,  North  Stainley, 
Copt  Hewick  and  Markington,  and  the  greater  part  of  these  are  now 
occupied. 
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WATER. 

During  the  year  the  supplies  from  your  various  waterworks 
have  been  well  maintained.  The  amount  consumed  per  head  of 
population  has  increased,  but  this  appears  to  be  accounted  for  by 
the  installation  of  milk  coolers  at  dairy  farms,  and  the  provision 
of  baths  in  many  houses. 

As  yet  no  start  has  been  made  on  any  of  the  proposed  new 
schemes.  A  borehole  sunk  at  Dacre  produced  much  less  water 
than  was  required  for  a  regional  scheme,  and  investigations  are 
now  being  made  in  other  directions.  Samples  were  as  usual  taken 
from  all  supplies  for  both  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination, 
and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that  every  sample  was  reported 
upon  as  satisfactory.  As  may  be  expected  from  such  an  extensive 
area,  the  hardness  of  the  water  varies  considerably,  that  of  Sawley 
being  three  degrees  and  that  from  Copt  Hewick  public  wells  being 
twenty  degrees  of  hardness.  There  is  no  question  of  plumbo- 
solvency  in  any  of  the  supplies. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Since  my  last  report  I  have  been  able  to  effect  considerable 
improvements  in  the  several  sewage  disposal  works.  With  the 
exception  of  those  works  which  are  not  suitably  situated  for 
grouping,  all  works  are  now  attended  to  by  the  Council's  workmen. 
This  has  made  for  more  regular  cleaning  and  better  control. 
There  are  several  villages  still  badly  in  need  of  disposal  works 
and  new  sewers.  These  matters  have  been  examined  by  the 
Housing  and  Public  Health  Committee  and  a  programme  prepared 
for  those  villages  most  in  need.  It  is  hoped  to  see  the  new  works 
for  Pateley  Bridge  completed  during  1939. 


Work  on  Civil  Defence  has  prevented  the  records  for  Milk 
and  Dairies  being  completed.  I  can  say,  however,  from  represen¬ 
tations  returns  so  far  completed  there  is  very  little  change,  and 
conditions  generally  have  been  found  on  inspection  to  be  very 
satisfactory. 
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In  conclusion  I  would  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  all  those 
members,  officers  and  servants  of  the  Council  and  members  of  the 
public  who  have  given  me  their  assistance  and  the  benefit  of  their 
knowledge  of  local  conditions,  which  has  so  materially  helped  in 
maintaining  the  efficiency  and  smooth  running  of  the  Department. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  K.  WALTON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


